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Unmanned cargo ship docks with orbiting Space Station

by Staff Writers

Washington (AFP) Sept 29, 2013
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The Cygnus cargo spacecraft is just a few feet away from the International Space Station's Canadarm2. Image Credit: NASA








 An unmanned cargo ship successfully berthed with the orbiting International Space Station on Sunday following a one-week delay due to a technical glitch, NASA said.


ISS astronauts "successfully captured the Orbital Sciences Cygnus cargo spacecraft with the station's robotic arm" at 1100 GMT, NASA said.


"Following its capture, the spacecraft is being maneuvered by Luca Parmitano of the European Space Agency and Karen Nyberg of NASA for installation onto the Earth-facing port of the station's Harmony module," the space agency said on its website.


The Cygnus capsule, built by Virginia-based Orbital Sciences, launched on September 18 on a demonstration mission meant to show it can successfully deliver cargo to the space station.


Orbital Sciences has a $1.9 billion contract with NASA that requires the company to deliver freight to the ISS over the course of eight flights by the beginning of 2016.


However a software problem delayed the Cygnus spacecraft's planned approach to the research outpost. The capsule manufacturers eventually figured out how to fix what they called a data format mismatch.


Orbital Sciences is one of just two private US firms enlisted by NASA to carry payloads to the ISS.


California-based SpaceX already showed it could send its reusable Dragon capsule to the ISS bearing cargo in May 2012.


Cygnus's delay however allowed time for three new ISS crew members -- Michael Hopkins of NASA and Oleg Kotov and Sergey Ryazanskiy of the Russian space agency -- to launch aboard a Russian Soyuz.


Their Soyuz-TMA-10M capsule blasted off from Kazakhstan and docked successfully with the ISS just six hours later, in a new shortcut route now used by the Russian space agency.


The capsule orbited the Earth just four times on its way to the ISS as opposed to the usual 30, under a technique originally devised in the Soviet era but only adopted on a regular basis in the past year.


The orbiting space lab is typically staffed by six international astronauts -- traveling in overlapping groups of three -- who live on board for missions that last six months.
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Related Links


OSC and Cygnus at NASA

Station at NASA
Station and More at Roscosmos
S.P. Korolev RSC Energia
Watch NASA TV via Space.TV
Space Station News at Space-Travel.Com
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Comment on this article via your Facebook, Yahoo, AOL, Hotmail login.
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New space crew joins ISS on Olympic torch mission

Baikonur, Kazakhstan (AFP) Sept 26, 2013


 An American and two Russians Thursday boarded the International Space Station after a lightning journey from Earth, on a mission that will see the Olympic torch for the 2014 Sochi Games taken into space for the first time. 

Michael Hopkins of NASA and Oleg Kotov and Sergei Ryazansky of Russia blasted off without a hitch from the Baikonur space centre that Moscow leases from Central Asia's ex- ... read more
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ILS Proton Successfully Launches ASTRA 2E for SES




APSCC 2013 reaffirms Arianespace's focus on the Asia-Pacific region




Arianespace and Astrium sign deal to begin production of 18 new Ariane 5 vehicles




Problems with Proton booster fixed
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Water for future Mars astronauts




NASA Mars rover Curiosity finds water in first sample of planet surface




Science Benefits From Diverse Landing Area Of NASA Mars Rover




First scoop of Mars soil contains 2 percent water: study
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China unveils its first and unnamed moon rover




Mission to moon will boost research and awareness




Mighty Eagle Improves Autonomous Landing Software With Successful Flight




Watch Out for the Harvest Moon



[image: STATION NEWS]


New Horizons - Late in Cruise, and a Binary Ahoy




Pluto Science Conference Exceeds Expectations




SciTechTalk: Grab your erasers, there are more moons than we thought




NASA Hubble Finds New Neptune Moon
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How Engineers Revamped Spitzer to Probe Exoplanets




ESA selects SSTL to design Exoplanet satellite mission




Coldest Brown Dwarfs Blur Lines between Stars and Planets




NASA-funded Program Helps Amateur Astronomers Detect Alien Worlds
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XCOR And ULA Complete Critical Milestone In Liquid Hydrogen Engine Program




Boeing and Aerojet Rocketdyne Test CST-100 Thrusters




NEXT Provides Lasting Propulsion and High Speeds for Deep Space Missions




Wind Tunnel Testing Used to Ensure SLS Will 'Breeze' Through Liftoff
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Chinese VP stresses peaceful use of space




China's space station to open for foreign peers




Last Days for Tiangong




China civilian technology satellites put into use
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Dawn Marks Six Years In Space




Amateur Astronomers See Comet ISON




NASA Highlights Asteroid Grand Challenge at World Maker Faire




Take a Virtual, High-Resolution Tour of Vesta
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